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Construction Settlements
First Year Increase in Wage Plus Benefit Rate
Dollars and Percents 2000 through 2004
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Craft Variations

Individual craft averages were clustered around the all craft average. All, but
bricklayers (high) and electricians (low) were within a half a percentage point of
the all crafts average. Craft differences primarily reflect the region of the country
in which the contracts were negotiated.

Industry Economic Climate

Construction employment expanded throughout 2004. It surpassed seven million
for the first time and will average just below seven million for the year. The
construction unemployment rate has fluctuated between eight and nine percent
most months. '

The industry expanded in 2004, but, as in other recent years, most of the growth
was in the residential sector. Most non-resideritial segments grew less than five
percent. Another consequence of the strong residential market has been faster
growth in the private sector than public.

Inflation, as measured by the Consumer Price Index, will increase close to three
percent, higher than the three previous years. Increases in construction wage
and fringe settlements exceeded increases in the CPIl as they have for many
years.



Contract Duration
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Contract Duration

As in most years, agreements of three years or more were most common. Over
15 percent of agreements were four years or longer. Patterns were little changed
from the prior year.
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United States
Middle Atlantic
Southeast
Alabama
Tennessee
East North Central
Hlinois
Minnesota
Ohio
West North Central
South Central

West
California

1 Areas with a sufficient number of settiements to show a meaningful average.

Settlements

318
19
91
22
35

121
35
23
38
19
19

22
18

2 Weighted by number of workers covered.
* Too few agreements to show a meaningful average.

Coverage

Wage and Benefit Settlements
United States, Selected Regions and States1

Workers

299,111
24,283
47,575

6,307
21,531

116,914
20,778
36,601
30,205
23,527
14,266

44,716
40,981

Doliar
1st
Year

$1.36
2.05
0.70
0.59
0.67
1.49
1.87
1.67
1.10
1.02
0.72

1.77
1.80

Average Increase?

Percent
2nd 1st
Year Year
$1.50 38 %
* 4.8
* 2.9
* 2.5
* 3.0
1.46 4.2
1.80 4.9
1.56 4.7
1.08 3.4
1.21 2.9
* 2.8
1.66 4.3
* 4.3

2nd
Year

39 %

3.9
46
42
3.1

3.3

3.8
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New England

Connecticut
Maine
Massachusetts
New Hampshire
Rhode iIsland
Vermont

Middle Atlantic

District of Columbia
Delaware

Maryland

New Jersey

New York
Pennsylvania

Southeast

Alabama
Florida
Georgia
Kentucky
Mississippi
North Carolina
South Carolina
Tennessee
Virginia

East North Central

Hinois
Indiana
Michigan
Minnesota
Ohio

West Virginia
Wisconsin

~10-

STATES and REGIONS

West North Central

lowa
Kansas
Missouri
Nebraska

South Central

Arkansas
Louisiana
New Mexico
Oklahoma
Texas

Mountain-Northern Plains

Colorado
Montana
North Dakota
South Dakota
Utah

Wyoming
Southwest Pacific

Arizona
California
Hawaii
Nevada

Northwest

Alaska
Idaho
Oregon
Washington

This report has been prepared from information collected and maintained by CLRC.
Reasonable efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of the data, summaries
and analyses. However, due to the nature of the information and the collection process,
accuracy, cannot be guaranteed. CLRC disclaims any liability from any damages of any
kind which may result from the use of these data.



